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Tor myd tuo hondred flypes Sc an ah' at Temfe moujj 
hii come, 

And Londone, and Kanterbury, and o her tonnes nome, 
And To vorjpin to Sojiereye, Sc flowe Sc barnde vafte, 
j’sre pe kyng and ys lone hem mette atte lafte. 
fere was batayie ftrong ynou y fmyte in an Jjrowe. 
t' ;; gcdes kyn jtcs leye adoun as gras, wan medet? movve. 
Hcueden, (jut were of yfmyte,] Sc oper lymes alio, 
Here in blode a! fram |’e grounde, ar J?e batayie were ydo. 
Wanne J’at blod ftod ai abrod, vas ber gret wo y non. 
Lis yc reu^e vorto hure, j at me fo vole flou ? 

Jic our fuete Louerd atte lafte fiewede ys fuete grace. 
And iende Jje Criftyne Englyfle men j^e mayftrye in }-e 
place, 

And pe hejrene men of Denemarch bynefe were echon. 
Nou nas fer jut in Denemarch Criftendom non ; 

|re kyng her after to holy chyrche ys hertefe more drou, 
And tcj?egede wel & al ys lond, as hii ajte, wel y nou. 
Seyn Swythyn at Wyncheftre byfop ]?o was. 

And Alcfton at Syrebourne, Jx.it amendede muche 
Jjys cas. 

| e kyng was wel j*c betere man J?oru her beyre red, 
Tuenty wyntet he was kyng, ar he were ded. 

At Wyncheftre he was ybured, as lie jut lyj> fere. 

Hys tueye fones he jef ys lond, as he byjet ham ere. 

A del bold, the eldore, fe kynedom of Eftfex, 

And fuJ-J’e Adelbryjt, Kent and Weflfex. 

Ey jte hondred jer yt was and feuene and fyfty al fo, 
Alter Jxit God anerj?e com, j?ut Jjysdede was ydo. 

Bo|’e nii wufte by her tyme wel her kynedom. 

At J?e vyfte jer A del bold out of pyja lyue nome. 

At Sfyrtbourne he was ybured. Sc ys broker Adelbryjt 
l iis kynedom adde after hym, as lawe was and ryjt. 

By ys daye fe verdc com of pc hebene men wel pro ut, 
And Kamteflyre and deftrude Wyncheftre al out. 

And j’at lond tolc of Hamtelfyre her red J?o nome 
And ol BardTyre, and fo jte and J?e fire wen ouercome, 
Adelbryjt was kyng of Kent jeres folle tene. 

And ol W eftfex bote vyue, fo he deyde ych wene, 

A DELRP.D was after hym kyng y mad in be place, 
Ey jte hondred & feuene & fyxiy as in jie jer of grace, 
f e vorfte jer of ys kynedom pc Deneys f ycke earn*. 

And robbed e and deftrude, and cytes vaite nome. 

May ft res hii adde of her oft, as ^t were dukes, tueye, 
Hynguar and Hubba, fat fire wen were bi ye. 

In Eit Angle hit byleuede, to reft hem as yt were, 

Myd her oft al fe wyntcr, of fe vorft xere. 
fe ofer jer hii dude hem vorf, & ouer Homber come. 
And flowe to grounde & barnde, & Euerwyk nome. 
fer was batayie ftrong y nou, vor yflawe was fere 
Ofryc kyng ot Homberlond, & monye fat with hym were, 
fo Homberlond was fust yflend, hii wende & tounes 
nome. 

So fat atte lalle to Eftangle ajen hym come, 
fer hii barnde Sc robbede, & fat foie to grounde flowe, 
And, as w olues among Hep, reulych hem to drowe. 
Siynt Edmond was fo her kyng. Sc fo he fey fat deluol 
cas 

fat me morf rede fo fat folc, & non amendement nas. 
He ches leuere to deye hymfulf, fat fuch forweto yfey. 
He i lude hym vorf among ys fon, nolde he nof yg fle. 
Hii nome hym & f'cpurged hym, Sc ftiffe naked hym 
bounde 

To a tre, Sc to hym fibre, Sc made hym many a wounde, 
fat pc arewe were on hym fo fycce, j\u no ltcde nas 
bvleuede. 

Atte lafte hii martred hym, & finite of ys heued. 
fe lyxte jer ol fe crounemcnt ol Aldered fe kyng 
A ny we oft com into f ys lond, gret foru alle fyng. 

And anon to Redynge robbede and llowe. 
fe king and Alfred ys brofer nome men ynotve, 

Mette hem, and a batayie fmyte vj» Aflefdoune. 
fa- was mony moder child, fat fone Jay fer doune. 
f" I ti. y lafte vor te n jt, and fer were afUwe 

V fl dukes o - Denemarch, ar hii woldc wyf drawe. 

And mony foufend oi oj^er men, Sc fo gonne hii 
to He ; 

Ac hii a aia ybc aflend, jyf fe nyjt nadde y be. 

Toc .e batavlcs her after in fe full" mere 

Hii fmyce ? and at bofe fe hefene mayftres were. 


fe kyng Aldered fone fo fen weyof def nome. 

As yt vel, fe vylty jer ol ys kynedom. 

At Wyipbourne he was ybured, as God jef fat cas, 
fe gode Allred, ys brofer, alter hym kyng was. 

ALFRED, f ys noble man, as in f e jer of grace 
he nom 

Eyjte hondred ik lyxty &: tuelue fe kynedom. 

Arft he adde at Rome ybc, &, vor ys grete wyfdom, 
fe pope Leon hym bleifede, fo he fuder com. 

And fe kynge’s cruune ot hys lond, fat inf vs lond 
jutys: 

And he led hym to be kyng, ar he kyng were ywys. 

An he was kyng of Engelond, oi alle fat fer come, 
fat vorll fus ylad was of fe pope of Rome, 

An fuffc ofer alter hym of fe erchebyifopes echon. 

So fat hyuor hym pore kyng nas fer, non. 

In fe Souf iyde ot Temele nyne batayles lie nome 
A jen fe Deneys fe vorft jer of ys kynedom. 

Nye jer he was fus in fys lond in bata\ !e Sc in wo, 

An oltc fyfe about* was, and hynefe oltor mo; 

So longe, fat hym nere by leuede bote fre fl'yren in ys 
hond, 

HamtdTyre, apdWyltcflyre, and Somerfetc, ofal ys lond. 
A day as he wery was, and aluoddrynge hym nome 
And ys men were y wend auyflef, SeynCutbert to hym 
comi 

Teh am,” he feyde, “ Cutbert, tofc ycham ywend 
To bryngefegodetytynges, Fram God ycham yiend. 
"\ T or fat folc ol fys lond to iynne her wylle al jeue. 
And jut nolle herto her lynnes byleue 
toru me 6t ofer halewen, fat in fys lond were ybore ; 
ran vor jou byddef God, wanne we bef hym byuore, 
Hour Louerd myd ys eyen of milce on fe lokej? 
feruore, 

And fv poer fe wole jyue ajen, fat fou aft ney 
verlore. 

And fat fou fer of lof yfe, fou ITa.lt abbe tokynynge. 
Vor fytn men, fat bef ago to day aujflynge. 

In lepes & in coufles fo muche vyfs hii ilolcie hym 
brynge, 

fat ech man wondry ftal of fo gret cacchynge. 

And fe mor vor fe harde vorfte, fat fe water yfrore 
hys, 

fat f e more ajen fe kunde of vylTynge yt ys. 

“ Of lerue yt wel ajen God, and vlel me ys meflager, 
“ And fou ftall fy wylle abyde, as ycham vtold her.” 
As fys kyng hero! awoc, and ol fys lv jte fojtc, 

Hys vyilares come to hym. Sc fo gret won of fyfs bym 
brojte, 

fat wonder yc was, & namelyche vor fe weder was fo 
colde, 

fo iyuede fe god man wel, fat Seyn Cutbert adde vtold. 
In Deuenyftyre fir alter aryuede of Deneys 
fre and tuenty flypuol men, all ajen fe peys, 
fe kynge’s brofer of Denemarch due of olt was. 

Cure kynge’s men of Engelond mette hem by cas. 

And fmyte fer an bat.n e, and her gret due flowe. 

And eyjte hondred & fourty men, & her caronyes to 
drowe. 

>o kyng Alfred hutde fys, ys herte gladcde fo, 

"at lond foie to hym come lo fycke fo yt mS'jte go. 

Of Somerfete, ot \S ylteffyre, of Hamteflyre fertOj 
Euere as he wende, and of ys owe folc al lo. 

So fat he adde poer ynou, and atte lafte hii come. 

And a batayie at Edendone ajen fe Deneys nome. 

And flowe to grounde. Sc wonnt fe mavftrc oi the velde. 
fe kyng & ys grece duke bygonue hem to jelde 
1 o f e kyng Allred to ys wylle, and oltages tolce, 

Vorto wende out of yslond, jyf he yt wolde loke; 

And jut ferto, vor ys loue, to auonge Criltendom. 
Kyng Gurmund, fchcxte kyng, vorft fer to come. 
Kyng Alfred ys godfader was. Sc ybaptyfed ek fer were 
pretty ol her hexte dukes, and muche oi fat fplc fere 
.kyng Allred lietn luild wyf hym cuelt dawes as he 
hende. 

And fuffe he jef hem large jyftes, and let hym wende. 
Ilii, fat nolde Criftyn be, ot lande flowe fo. 

And byjonde fee in France dude wel much'- wo. 

^ut fc lirewen come ajen, and tnuche wo here wro jte. 
Acfc kyng Alfred atte lafte to flame hem euere brojte. 
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Kvnc Alfred fc wyroft kynj, M Iongw^e byuore. 
Vor ley me fegg? fe Sawes bef in worre tyme vorlore, 
Njs k m*rt fo hiis daye. vor fey he in worre v.tre. 
Lawe’ hemade rfjrucUorc, and Krcngorcfan cr were. 

Clerc he was god ynou, and jut, as me t * j > 

He was more fan ten jer old, ar he coufc ys abac. 

Ac ys gode moder oltc lmale jyltes h>m wk, 

Vor to byleue ofer pie, and loky on ys boke. 

So fat by por ciergye ys ryjt Lwes he wornle, 
bat neucre er itere y mad, to gouerny ys loud. 

And vor fe worre was lo muche of fe Juf er Deneys, 
be men ol f vs fu'ue lond « ere ot fe work pey s. 

And robbede and flowe ofere, feruor he byuonde, 
h tt her were hondredes in cche comreye or ys lond. 
And in ech tonne of fe hondred a tcfyjge were alio. 
And bat ech mail wyfoute gret lond in tef ynge were ydo, 
A n d hat ech man fchewc ofer fat in tef ynge were, 

And wufte fomdel of her flat, jyf me fu vp hem here. 
So ftreyt he was, fat fey me ledde am yd de weyes Ireye 
Seluer, fat non man ne dorfte yt nyme, fey he yc leye. 
Abbeys he rerde mor; on, and many ftudes ywys. 
AcWyncheftryehe rerdeon, fatnywemunftreydupedys. 
Hvs jyf eyjte and tuenty jer in ys kynedom ylafte. 
Alter ys drf he was ybured at Wyncheftre atte lafte. 

Sir Join "Manicville w rote, as he himfclf informs us, in 
the fourteenth century, and his work, which comprilmg 
a relation of many different particulars, confequently 
required the ufe ol many words and phrales, may be 
properly fpecified m this place. Oi the following quo- 
tations,' I have chofen the firft, becaufe it fliows, in 
fome meafure, the ftate of European 1 nonce as well as 
of the Englijb tongue-, and tire fecond, becaufe it is 
valuable ior the force of thought and beauty ot ex- 


tN that lond, ne in many othere bezonde that, no 
man may lee the fterre tranfmpntane, that is dept 
the fterre of the lee, that is unmevable, and that i. to- 
ward the IN or the, that we clepen the lode fterre. But 
men feen another fterre, the contrarre to him, that is 
toward the Southc, that is clept ntartyk. And right 
as the feiiip men taken here avys here, and governe hem 
be the lode fterre, i ight fo don fchip men bezonde the 
parties, be the fterre of the Southc, the which fterre 
apperethe not to us, And this fterre, that is toward 
the Nor the, that wee clepen the lode fterre, ne ap- 
percthe not to hem. for w hie he caufe, men may wel 
percewc, that tlie lond and the fee ben oi rownde lchapp 
and forme. For the partie of tire firmament fchewethe 
in o contree, tliat fchewethe not in another conti ee. 
And men may well preven be experience and fotyle 
compaflemtnt of wytt, that zif a man fond pafiages be 
khippes, that wolde go to ferdien the world, men 
myghte go be fchippe alle aboute the world, and aboven 
and bent then. The whiche thing I prove thus, aftre 
that i have leyn. For I have- been toward the parties 
ot Bra. ban, and behold. n the Aftrolabre, that the fterre 
that is clept the transmontayne, is 53 degrees highe. 
And more forthere in Almayne and Bewme, it hathe 
58 degrees. And more forthe toward the parties lcn- 
temtnondes, it is 62 degrees of heghte, and certyn 
mynutes. For 1 my felf have rot fu red it by the Aftro- 
labre. Now ft hulk ze knowe, that azen the Tranf- 
montayne, is the iqther fterre, that is clept Antartyke ; 
as I have Ityd beiore. And tho ■?, fterres ne nieeven 
nevere. And be hem turnethe alle the firmament, rjwhte 
as dothe n wheel, that turnethe be his axille tn eT fo 
that tho fterres bvrtn the firmament in 1 egalle parties ; 
fo that it hathe als mochd aboven, as it hathe bencthen. 
Attre this, 1 have gon toward the parties meridionales* 
that is toward the Southc : and I have fotmden, that in 
Lybye, men ken fe ft the fterre Antartyk. And fo fer 
l have g. n more in tho con trees, that I have fou ne'e that 
fterre more highe ; fo that toward the highe Lybye, it 
is 18 degrees of heghte, and certeyn minutes (of the 
wkene, l° minutes maken a degree) aftre go ynge be 
ee and be londe, toward this contree, of that I h-ve 
ipoke, and to other ylcs and iondes bezonde thar con- 
tiee, I have lounden ci.v fterre Antartyk of 27 decrees 
of heghte, and mo mynutes. And zif I hadde^had 


com pan yc and fchippyngf. for ro go m arc taondc, I 

trowe wel in ccrtyn, that wee Icllolde hav c Icen alle lli= 

rouhdn'elle of the firmament alle aboute. For as 1 luve 
1 ■ ‘meat is bet wene 



nndre the Tranfmontane 61 degrees and 10 mynutes; 
and toward the partie meridionalle, 1 have feen und re the 
Anurtyk 33 degrees and 16 mynutes: and tbanpe the 
halfondelle of the firmament in alle, ne holdcthe not 
but 180 degrees. And of tho 180, I have leen 62 on 
that o part, and 33 on that other part, that ben 03 de- 
trrees, and nyghe the halfondelle ol a degree ; and lo 
There ne faylethe but that I have feen alfe the firmament, 
ftf 84 degrees and the halfondelle el a degree ; and 
that is noT the four the part oi the firmament. For the 
4 partie of the roundneiie of the firmament hole 90 de- 
orees : fo there faylethe but 5 degrees and an half, of 
the four the partie. And alfo 1 have leen the 3 parries 
of alle the roundneffe of the firth ament, and more zit 
3 degrees and an half. Be the whiche I feye zou cer- 
teynly, that men may epvirowne alk the erthe of alle the 
world, as wel undre as aboven, and turn'en azen to his 
contree, that liadde com pan ye and fchippynge and con- 
duyt: and alle weyes he ftholde fynde men, Iondes, and 
yks, als wel as in this contree. For zee wyten welie, 
that thei that btn toward the Antartyk, thei ben ftregi.ee, 
feet azen feet oi hem, that dwellen undre the tranf- 
montane ; als wel as wee and thei that dweilyn under us, 
ben feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of fee and of 
lond han here appofitees, habit .bles or trepaffables, and 
thei of this half and btzond half. And wytethe v. e 1 , 
that aftre that, that l may j. arceyve -md eomprehende, 
the Iondes of Preifre John, efhperour of Vnke ben 
undre us. For in goynge from So. tload or from Eng- 
lond toward Jerufalem, men gon upward aliveys I or 
cure lond is in the 1 owe partie oi the erthe, toward the 
Weft: and the load ot ft rell re John is the lowe partie 
of the erthe, toward the Eli : and thei han th e the 
day, whan wee have the nvghte, and alio highe to the 
contrarie, thei han the nyghte, whan wee han the day. 
For the erthe and the ke ben oi round forme and fchapp, 
as 1 hate kyd beforn. And that that men gon upward 
to o coft, men gun dounwatd to another coll. Allb 
zee have herd me feye, that Jerufalem is in the myddes 
of the world ; and that may men preve-h and fehev. en 
there, be a fpere, that is piglue in to the erthe, upon 
the hour ot mydday, whan it is cquenoxium, that 
fchewethe no fchadwe on no iyde. And that it fcholJe 
ben in the myddes oi the world, David vvytrieflethe it 
in the Pfautre, where he fey the, Deus operatus eft fa- 
lute in medio terre. _ Thannc thei that parten fro the 
parties of the Welt, for to go toward Jerufalem, als 
many iorneyes as ihei gon upward for to go thidre, in als 
many iorneyes may thei gon fro Jerufalem, unto other 
contynyes of the ftiperficialue oi the erthe bezonde. 
And whan men gon bezonde tho iourncyes, towards 
\ nde and to the foreyn yley, alle is envyronynge the 
ioundnclle of the erthe and ol the iee, undre onre con- 
trees on this hall. And tnerforc hathe it befallen many 
cymes of o thing, that I have herd cownted, whan I 
was zong ; how a worthi man departed lonietyme from 
on re ednerees, for to go feiche the world- And fo he 
palled V nde, and the yles bezonde a r ndc, where ben mo 
than 5000 yles : and io lori'gr he werite be fee and lond 
and fo envi round the world be many fey Ions, that h - 
fond an yle, where he herde fpeke “his owne lan^asc* 
callynge on oxen in the plowghe, fuche wordes as men 
lpeken to beftes in his owne contree : whereof lie haddc 
gret mcrvay,e : for he knew not how it myghte be 
But I feye, that lie had gon ib longe, be londe and be 
ke, that he had envy round alle the erthe, that he was 
comen azen envirounyngc, that is to feye, govn°e 
aboute unto his owne marches, zif he wdd? have 
pa ed lorthe, til he had founden his contree and his 
owne knouleche. But he turned azen from thens. from 
whens he was come Fro ; and fo he lofte moebe peynT- 
fude labour, as h:m felf kyde, a gret whil/iLo 
that he was comen horn. For it befelle aftre,' that 
1! wente m to Norweye ; and there tempeft of tlie fee 
tokc him ; and he arryved in an yl * 
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snd whan he was 


